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The Truth of a Sentence, True Sentence(s)
and True Theoretical System

Chen Bo
(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, 100871, Beijing, China)

Abstract: Three levels of the meaning of ‘truth’ are distinguished and clarified:
the truth of a sentence, true sentence(s), and true theoretical system, thereby the
atomic conception of truth is distinguished from the holistic conception of truth. On
the atomic view, truth(s) is (or are) one or many true sentence(s); on the holistic view,
truth is only a true theoretical system. And three seeming trivial propositions about
truth are argued: there is only one concept of truth, but there are many truths; truth is
often regarded as a true theoretical system. There is still another difficult problem to
be studied: Could the atomic conception of truth be reconciled with the holistic
conception of truth? If yes, how to reconcile the first with the second?
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