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On the Two Thinking Foundations of Chinese Religions

LI Si-long
( Department of Philosophy , Peking University , Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract : This paper focuses on the two thinking foundations of Chinese religions in the term of
Chinese culture. One is yin-yang and five agents, whose cosmology is a kind of naturalism reflecting
the notion of “harmony in the heaven way” . The other is Confucian rituals and music reflecting the
notion of “harmony in the human feeling. “ It strives to find harmony and humanness in the religious
consciousness , and depends on whether those religions have holy powers to satisfy Chinese worldly
wishes when facing foreign religions. Both the spread of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism, and
the mixed form of folk faiths illustrate the Chinese religious view of looking for “harmony and
practicality. ~
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